
 

 

Minutes 
Morristown Regional Planning Commission 

June 10, 2014   
 
Members Present Members Absent 
Chairman Jim Beelaert     Secretary Rose Parella    
Vice-Chairman Bill Thompson  
Mayor Danny Thomas      
Councilmember Robert Garrett 
Commissioner Katy Klose  
Commissioner Terry Ball 
Commissioner Ken Smith 
Commissioner Wayne NeSmith 
 
 
Others Present 
Alan Hartman, Development Director Michael Bunch 
Lori Matthews, Senior Planner Tim Kuykendall 
Logan Engle, Planner Bill Denton   
Eual Noah, Fire Marshal Morris Lawson  
Kat Morilak, Development Services    Josh Miller 
Danny Young, County Planning Michelle Long 
Bret Lyon Dan Horn 
 
 
Chairman Beelaert called the meeting to order and invited anyone who wishes to join the 
Commission in an Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 
I. Approval of the May 10, 2014. 
 
Mayor Thomas made a motion for approval of the May 10, 2014 minutes; seconded by 
Commissioner Klose. Upon a voice vote: all ayes. 
 
II. MASD 1481-2014: Final Plat Approval: Masengill Springs Phase II, Lots 1-9 
 
Ms. Matthews explained a submittal has been received by planning staff from Appalachian 
Design Services, acting on behalf of the owner B. B. & J. Holdings, for final subdivision plat 
approval for Masengill Springs Phase II, Lots 1-9. This plat was granted preliminary approval by 
the planning commission at the August 13, 2013 meeting. The subject property was rezoned to 
Planned Commercial District in January 2013. It consist of a 50 foot right-of-way dedication, that 
being Sandstone Drive, and just over 30 acres to be divided into 9 lots, which will have access 
off W. Andrew Johnson Highway and Walters Drive. Preliminary subdivision approval was 
contingent on nine items being revised either on the plat itself or being revised on the 
construction plans, as these are usually jointly submitted. All the previous items have been 
corrected and staff has reviewed the plat to ensure it contains all necessary data as prescribed 
under the Subdivision Regulations, Section 3.8 Final Plat Content. Staff would recommend the 
plat be approved as submitted as all Subdivision Regulations have been addressed. As per 
TCA, Section 13-3-402.A.1: The Regional Planning Commission upon certification by the 
planning staff that a subdivision plat complies with such regulations governing a subdivision of 
land as had been adopted by the regional planning commission pursuant to Section 13-3-403  
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and provided no request for variance from such regulations has been requested may approve 
this plat. Staff would recommend it be approved for final plat approval as submitted. 
 
Chairman Beelaert stated basically, it is the area being graded and built on at this point. 
 
Commissioner Klose explained on the status of Sandstone Drive coming onto Walters Drive and 
also the extra lane that was being built at the light, I am interested in an up-date. 
 
Mr. Fielder, Asst. City Admr., explained this is two different projects. The dedicated right turn 
lane and placement of the traffic signal at Morris Boulevard and Walters Drive is a city project. 
The project where the development road comes out of Food City, Masengill Springs 
Development, and intersects Walters Drive is there.  
 
Mayor Thomas made a motion for final plat approval for Masengill Springs Phase II, Lots 1-9; 
seconded by Commissioner Smith. Voting Results: 8 yes, 0 no. Voting yes were 
Councilmember Garrett, Chairman Beelaert, Vice-Chairman Thompson, Commissioner 
Kennerly, Commissioner Smith, Commissioner Klose, Mayor Thomas and Commissioner 
Nesmith. 
 
III. MISD 1483-2014: Preliminary and Final Plat Approval: Pope Road Subdivision 
 
Ms. Matthews explained the submittal is from Mr. Kelley Hinsley, on behalf of his client, has 
been received and requesting preliminary and final plat for Pope Road Subdivision, Lots 1-3. 
The property is zoned (HI) Heavy Industrial and is located along the southeastern intersection of 
E. Andrew Johnson Highway and Pope Road, just south of the Southern Railway. Previously 
located on the site was Stewart Furniture Manufacturing. The entire site consists of just over 10 
acres with three lots depicted and five warehouses shown. The applicant wishes to create two 
pipe stem lots, Lots 1 & 2, and the remainder of the plat is Lot 3. Pursuant to the plat containing 
all data as set forth in Section 3.8 in the Subdivision Regulations, staff would recommend both 
preliminary and final plat approval since no infrastructure is to be built. As per TCA, Section 13-
3-402.A.1: The Regional Planning Commission may approve this plat in light of city staff stating 
that it has gone through our review and meets our subdivision standards. Staff would 
recommend preliminary and final plat approval as submitted. Because of the irregularity of the 
lots, staff thought it best that the planning commission approve the plat.  
 
Commissioner Ball made a motion for preliminary and final plat approval for the Pope Road 
Subdivision, Lots 1-3; seconded by Commissioner Nesmith. Voting Results: 8 yes, 0 no. Voting 
yes were Councilmember Garrett, Chairman Beelaert, Vice-Chairman Thompson, 
Commissioner Kennerly, Commissioner Smith, Commissioner Klose, Mayor Thomas and 
Commissioner Nesmith. 
 
IV. Departmental Reports:  
 
1.  Public Hearing: Subdivision Regulations Text Changes 
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Chairman Beelaert explained we have a Public Hearing on Subdivision Regulations because 
there were some minor changes in the subdivision text that require we open a public comment 
discussion on those.  
 
Ms. Matthews explained due to naming convention changes internal to both the City of 
Morristown and the Morristown Utilities Commission, certain passages within the Subdivision 
Regulations needed to be revised. Many passages which now state: through the review process 
that a city engineer will review, we need to formulate better verbiage for that. We had thought 
city designee might be best but after some discuss, we decided we need to come up with 
something better than that. Also, other passages which refer to Morristown Utility System will 
hence forth after approval and public hearing will be read as Morristown Utilities Commission, 
since that is their legal name. No other type of changes will be made. 
 
Chairman Beelaert opened the Public Hearing on the Subdivision Regulation Text Changes for 
public comments. 
 
There were no comments from the public. 
 
Chairman Beelaert closed the Public Hearing. 
 
Mayor Thomas made a motion to postpone voting on this until the next planning commission 
meeting until we can get further clarification/clearer language rather than just the word designee 
and rather than just the word City of Morristown; seconded by Vice-Chairman Thompson. Upon 
voice vote: all ayes.      
 
2. Minor Subdivision Approved: MISD 1438-2014: Bill Greene 500/530 E. Main Street 
 Subdivision. 
 
Mr. Hartman explained that the Tennessee Code states that staff may approve certain minor 
subdivisions. We do that frequently throughout the year. State law states that we certify this to 
the secretary and then record the plat. We are also to make a report to the commission that 
these things were done. The minor subdivision came in it was simple and it was approved and 
that is why it is on the agenda today.  
 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Rose Parella 
Secretary 
 
RP/sk 
       
     
 


